
Calvin Haynes
Calvin Haynes is married and has a 2.5 year old son. He graduated from UHCL with an 

Arts and Design Degree with a minor in Art History and Museum Studies. This will be 

Calvin's first year teaching. Calvin enjoys making Art, fishing, carpentry and playing 

cornhole with his family and friends. Calvin is the oldest of 4 children. He was in the 

Army and found that training soldiers came easy to him. When he got out of the Army, it 

was only natural for him to go into the education field. He was excited when the Art 

opening was posted for Santa Fe ISD because he lives less than five miles from the school. 

He is a part of the Santa Fe community already and was even more excited to become a 

member of the SFISD community and is excited to teach our students . Calvin  has 

worked hard to complete his degree and is super excited to start teaching. Calvin will be 

teaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Calvin to our TRIBE!

 

Brendan Palermo

Brendan was born and raised in Ontario, Canada. He moved to Texas in 2014 to be with 

his wife Brooke. He worked as a paraprofessional in Santa Fe ISD for 2 years. He then 

moved to Florida, where he spent the last 3 years working at Walt Disney World and 

received his Associates  degree in General Studies from Brandman University. His wife 

and him are both very excited to be returning to Santa Fe ISD. He is looking forward to 

joining the SFISD Police Department as one of the campus Security Assistants. Please  

welcome Brendan back to our TRIBE!

Alissa White
Alissa attended the University of Houston - Clear Lake and received her Bachelor of Arts 

in Mathematics with the 4-8 certification. Her family consists of her husband Tyler, her 

step son Ayden, and her cat Calvin. She was an intern, substitute and AVID tutor in SFISD. 

Alissa enjoys  painting, being with her family, and watching her favorite shows. She 

chose teaching as a career because she wants to make a difference in children’s lives and 

help students realize their potential. When she was an intern for 6th grade math, she did 

not get to formally tell her kids bye for the school year so she is most excited to see her 

students again for the 2020-2021 school year as their 7th grade math teacher!  Alissa will 

be teaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Alissa to our TRIBE!

Brooke Palermo

Brooke grew up in Santa Fe and graduated from SFHS in 2009. She received her 

Bachelor's degree from Sam Houston State University. After working as a substitute 

and paraprofessional in SFISD, she started her teaching career teaching 4th grade at 

Kubacak Elementary. She then moved to Florida, where she has spent the last 3 years 

teaching 5th grade in the Southwest Orlando area. For the 2020-2021 school year, 

Brooke is looking forward to returning to Early Childhood at RJ Wollam, where she 

spent time as a paraprofessional. Her husband, Brendan is also returning to Santa Fe 

ISD! They are so excited to be back home working in the district they love, and to be 

near their family and friends!  Please welcome Brooke back to our TRIBE!

Mia Gonzalez

Mia Gonzalez is very excited to join Santa Fe ISD for the 2020-2021 school year! She has a 

Bachelor's Degree in Mathematics from the University of Houston - Clear Lake. She 

comes from a big family, with 4 older sisters and 2 older brothers. She is the seventh in 

line! She enjoys spending time with her fiancé, as well as journaling, cooking and 

spending time with her amazing 4 year old nephew! Mia has always had a passion for 

teaching (and math), and she wants students to use that same amount of passion to work 

hard for their dreams, whatever they may be! She is excited to be able to work with 

students, join an amazing school family and start the new school year strong! Mia will be 

teaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Mia to our TRIBE!
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Andrew Krupski
Andrew Krupski is the new Director of Bands at Santa Fe ISD. He has a Bachelor's degree 

from the University of South Florida in Music Education and a Master's degree in Music 

Education from Texas Tech University. He has been teaching for 12 years. Andrew was 

previously a head director in East Texas, as well as in Hillsborough County, Florida. His 

bands have consistently received first division ratings, and traveled to New York City, 

Branson, Miami, Dallas, Orlando, and Washington D.C. Aside from music, Andrew is an 

avid history buff, and enjoys visiting museums. He is working to visit all of the 

presidential libraries, and has been to three so far. Andrew  will be teaching at Santa Fe 

High School and is very excited to be leading the "Pride of the Tribe"! He can't wait to get 

started! "Santa Fe is a wonderful community and provides a great opportunity for the 

performing arts."  Please welcome Andrew to our TRIBE!

 

 

Sean McKinney
Sean McKinney attended Texas A&M University where he played football and 

graduated with a sport management degree in 2012.  Both of his brothers played football 

for Texas A&M as well and went on to careers in the NFL. His father was the Chancellor 

of Texas A&M and before that was the Chief of Staff for Governor of Texas, Rick Perry. 

His mother is the glue that holds the family together. Sean has previously taught social 

studies at Centerville High School, and most recently, Westwood High School. In 

between those two stops, he was the offensive coordinator for the Santa Monica High 

School varsity football team in California. Sean is so excited to be coming to Santa Fe 

and can’t wait to meet all the great people in the community. Sean will be teaching at 

Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Sean to our TRIBE!

Jadah Micks
Jadah Micks grew up in Santa Fe and graduated from Santa Fe High School in 2001. She 

attended Texas Tech University where she received a degree in Early Childhood 

Education. Jadah is married and has 3 boys, one who will be in fifth grade, and two who 

will be in third grade. She has 10 years of teaching experience, 6 years in second grade 

and 4 years in third grade. This past year, she worked in the front office at Barnett 

Elementary. Jadah is very excited to be teaching kindergarten this year! "I love the 

opportunity to pour into the lives of the precious kids in the community I love." She looks 

forward to learning and growing with her kindergarten class! Jadah will be teaching at 

Barnett Elementary. Please welcome Jadah back to our TRIBE!

Josh Kluka
 Josh Kluka grew up in Nebraska. He is a Husker fan and dedicates his Saturdays in the 

fall to college football. He loves to play/watch soccer, hike, canoe, and go to the beach. 

Josh attended Doane University (Nebraska) where he played soccer.  While in college, he 

worked as a tutor, a substitute, and  in a local after school program. He realized his 

passion was working with youth and helping them achieve their personal goals. In 2016, 

he graduated with his Bachelor's degree in History. Josh moved to Texas in 2018 and 

completed his certification work through Texas Teachers. His first two years of teaching 

were at Pasadena High School, where he taught US History and coached the JV boys 

soccer team. This upcoming year, he will be teaching US History, coaching the Varsity 

boys soccer team and coaching the cross country team. He is extremely excited to be a 

part of such a tight knit community at Santa Fe High School.  Please welcome Josh to our 

TRIBE!

 

Erika Christmas

Erika Christmas is so excited to be joining the Santa Fe Indian family.  She graduated 

from Sam Houston State University (eat ‘em up Kats!) with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Education in 2016.  She has taught kindergarten the last three years in Pearland ISD and 

Texas City ISD.  Erika can truly say that kindergarten is where her heart is.   She is 

married and has a very rambunctious 3-year-old son who keeps her busy.   She enjoys 

hanging out with family, swimming and going for bike rides.  Her parents grew up in 

Santa Fe and she still has family living in the community so she can testify that the town 

is filled with kind-hearted, loving people.  Erika is so excited to be joining the Kubacak 

Elementary team and looks forward to a great year.   Please welcome Erika to our 

TRIBE!
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Wade Gillis
 

Wade Gillis is starting his 27th year of teaching and coaching. He has coached football 

for 24 years, baseball for 17 years, golf for 8 years, soccer for 3 years, and track for 2 

years. His dad, Buddy Gillis, was a career High School Coach. He has 6 adult children 

and 6 grandkids: Kori, Dash, Henry, Louis, Ele and Evie. Wade received his Bachelor of 

Arts degree from Stephen F. Austin State University.  He enjoys golf, shooting, floating 

any river and time with family. Wade will be teaching at Santa Fe High School. Please 

welcome Wade to our TRIBE!

 

 

 

Sean McKinney

Lydia Ferrari

 Lydia is a Native New Yorker. She was born in East Elmhurst and grew up approximately 

2 blocks away from La Guardia Airport.   She studied for her undergraduate degree at the 

University of New York @ Buffalo, then moved to Florida prior to moving to Texas.   

During her time in Florida, she was part of the maiden launching team of Disney Cruise 

Lines in Cape Canaveral, Florida.   When Lydia moved to Houston, Texas, she finished 

her Masters’ degree and graduated from the University of Houston – Main Campus and 

has continued to be a professional learner since her graduation.  She is bilingual. "I have 3 

strong, beautiful, loving, intelligent daughters that are my world." She is so very happy to 

be a new member of the Santa Fe ISD “tribe”.   I am looking forward to an amazing year!

Lydia will be teaching at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Lydia to our TRIBE!

Ben Thompson
Ben Thompson  was born in Michigan and comes from a military family.  He went to 

Central Michigan University and graduated with a degree in Biology and a minor in 

Chemistry.  He had an Animal Bio-medical career before he entered the teaching world.  

He taught at Texas City High School for 4 years and at Danbury High School for 1 year.  

Ben is excited to be at Santa Fe! He moved to Santa Fe in 2017.  He is married and his 

children attend R. J. Wollam Elementary.  He has a daughter going into 3rd grade, a son 

going into 2nd grade and his youngest son will be starting Kindergarten.  Ben enjoys 

coaching his son's little league team, working around his small farm, gardening and 

spending time outdoors in the wilderness.  He is really looking forward to this school 

year. Ben will be teaching Pre-AP Chemistry and coaching soccer at Santa Fe High 

School.  Please welcome Ben to our TRIBE!
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